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On prosodic features and focus prominence of
classifier reduplication form AAA in Chinese dialects

GENG Lijun
(School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210046, China)

Abstract: As a kind of formation reduplication, the classifier reduplication form AAA is mainly distributed in Jiaoliao
Mandarin, Zhongyuan Mandarin, Jianghuai Mandarin and their contiguous Wu dialect in Shandong, Jiangsu and Anhui
provinces, showing significant characteristics in geographical typology. This kind of tone sandhi can be defined as
rhythm tone sandhi, which is mainly influenced by the rhythm and intonation in speech flow and results from the
interaction between syntax, morphology and pragmatics. The classifier reduplication form AAA, a prosodic word,
consisting of super foot and conditioned by different prosodic rules, shapes different prosodic modules in dialects.
Starting from the focus prominence experiments of pitch and duration, the present essay also discusses the prosodic
realization of the classifier reduplication form AAA as focus stresses, and analyzes its prosodic boundary features.

Key Words: Chinese dialects; classifier reduplication form AAA; rhythm tone sandhi; prosodic unit; boundary symbol;

focus prominence
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