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The study on Fleet Marriage and the reform of
British institution in early modern Britain

ZHANG Xunshi
(School of History, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: The Fleet Marriage was a specific marriage form in early modern England, exerting great influence on the
society at that time. Fleet Marriage appeared in the early seventeenth century, then grew, flourished, and faded in the
late eighteenth century. It lived for about one and half century. For a sort of unofficial marriage form, the Fleet marriage
was a most favorite pattern for British young people who pursued free marriage, hence promoting the spread of free
marriage idea. But it was not perfect, whose defect directly led to the Marriage Act of 1753, and whose merit was
reserved and improved in the new marriage institution.
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