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Repetition and working-through of historical trauma
ZHANG Peng
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: In Historikerstreits” Debate, neither side realized the transference function of history writing or recognized
the deep motive of Nazi holocaust. By adopting Freud’s psychoanalysis, LaCapra analyzes the secularization of religion
in Europe, believing that the holocaust is a return of repressed historical trauma, and scapegoating and victimization
serve as the most important mechanism in its function. Writing trauma is a kind of acting-out of historical trauma,
helping to release and to make the return of the history repressed, and making the trauma subject obtain the ability of an
ethic politics subject. LaCapra advocates an “ethical turn” in critical theory and emphasizes the social ethic dimension
of mourning in working-through and history writing, which are closely related to social ethics, politics, economy, and
culture. Only in the context of obtaining wide social force and enough support from social groups, can its effectiveness
be assured.

Key Words: writing trauma; transference; traumatic repetition; working-through; ethical turn
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A textual research on the Edict of Toleration by Calerius:
A new view on its historical position

LI Jirong, XU Jialing

(School of History and Culture, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China;
School of History and Political Science, Guizhou Normal University, Guiyang 550001, China)

Abstract: The Edict of Toleration, which gave the toleration to the Christians directly for the first time in the history of
Roman Empire, was issued in 311 together by four emperors: Calerius, Constantinus, Licinius and Maximinus. There
are only such two texts existing as “Edict of Milan” and “Edict of Calerius.” But the edict was not put into practice
owing to the differences of the two edicts, the death of Calerius and the influence of Constantine the Great who was
lavish in many scholars’ praise. As a result, most scholars both abroad and at home paid much attention to “Edict of
Milan,” failing to notice the historical position of Calerius’ Edict. On the basis of the original texts, the present essay
will compare the different texts and analyze the position of this edict so that we will have an objective judgment of the
edict.

Key Words: Calerius; the Edict of Toleration; texts; the Edict of Milam; the Edict of Toleration by Calerius
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