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The function of and limits to cyber democracy in China

GUO Xiaoan

(School of Politics & Public Administration, Wuhan Uiversity, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: In the context of China, the Internet provides a new way of democracy, which can also activate the

democratic elements, release the depressed enthusiasm for democratic participation, and reshape a new democratic form.

Internet has played a crucial role in political input and feedback, political oversighting and correction, and given a vent

to and buffer political conflicts. However, the function of cyber democracy is up to realistic politics. Then, the

phenomenon of “group polarization” and “collaborative filtering” would lead to negative effects such as narrowing

information and intensify emotional impact. Furthermore, the hidden and discrete character of Internet would bring

about irrational political participation. At last, the main structural constraints of netizens would also affect adversely the

depth and breadth of democracy. The result depends on whether government and netizens can make good use of the

network media, and form a benign interaction.

Key Words: cyber democracy; Realistic function; Factors; Limits
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