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“Separating exchanges between man and the heaven”:
Inspections and comments in hermeneutic history

ZHANG Lin
(School of Politics, Anqing Normal University, Anqing 246133, China)

Abstract: There have been three changes in hermeneutic paradigms of “Separating Exchanges between Man and the
Heaven” event in history. The first was when Guan Shefu interpreted this myth from human perspective, which was
then full of humanist spirit, as recorded in Mandarin. The second was that thinkers in Song and Ming dynasties
expressed the awakening of self-consciousness in Chinese literati classics. The third was that some Chinese modern
thinkers used western anthropology theories about primitive thinking and put the event into the general history of
religion and humankind. Every change of paradigm was a further cognization of this event, but was deviated since
every explanation was affected by the spirit of the time.
Key Words: separating exchanges between man and the heaven; hermeneutic paradigms; spirit of the time; primitive
thinking
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