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F From simplicity to modification:
L. N. Tolstoy’s thought of education freedom

CAO Wenming, O * A « Mashkina

(Institute of World Medieval History, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China;
Faculty of Educational Studies, Moscow State University, Moscow 119991, Russia)

Abstract: Tolstoy’s thought of education freedom originated from that of revolutionary democrats’, and indicated
criticism at Russian educational reform by revolutionary conservative liberalists. Education freedom thought was
deeply influenced by Rousseau’s natural education theory, experiencing such two forms as the simple and the amended.
The former advocates giving children complete freedom to form children’s mental development as children need
complete freedom. The latter sets restraints on their education freedom which often goes without external rules and
measurements. The degree of education freedom should be determined by the teachers, relying on their comprehension
about the school, teaching, their professional teaching knowledge and the ability to control of teaching, at last reflected
in their teaching methods. The value of thought is the scientific orientation and implementation of the value of
education.

Key Words: Tolstoy; education freedom; the simple form; the amended form
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