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From research on factual history to interpretation of spiritual history:
Chen Yinke’s reading and application of historical value of literary works

GUO Shili
(School of Marxism, Chengdu University of Technology, Chengdu 610059, China)

Abstract: If we undertake our analysis by referring to the period theory of dividing historical facts into specific
historical facts, general historical facts and abstract historical facts, it is not difficult to find that Chen Yinke, in adopting
literary works to interpret the above three types of historical facts, presents a process from research on historical facts to
interpretation of the history of the mind. Such interpretation from factual history to spiritual history, to a certain extent,
is the most remarkable manifestation of Chin Yinke’s research on history, which reveals not only the stratification and
variety of the value of historical materials in literary works, but also Chen’s study of history which reduces research
from historical representation to profound interpretation of historical connotation. Moreover, historical reduction at the
level of historical reality and interpetation at the level of the mind are the two basic dimensions for history to seek truth.
Chen’s research from factual history to spritual history is the very comprehensive scrutiny and mastery of the dimension
of history of seeking truth.

Key Words: Chen Yinke; historical research; interpretation of the history of the mind; mutual corroboration between
poetry and history
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