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Babylon Tower to Lu Xun: Reflection on the image
of Lu Xun since the New Period

YANG Zi

(College of Liberal Arts, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China;
College of Liberal Arts, Chongqing Normal University, Zhongqing 401331, China)

Abstract: The question of the image of Lu Xun has become a measure of the freedom of national thought and the
maturity of national spirit at the metaphysical level, and embodies citizens’ concrete tactics in participating in the social,
political, economic and cultural activities at the physical level. The image of Lu Xun, which has gone from “being
politicalized” to “being personalized,” is an important symbol of the national faith at the stage of the social
transformation, and is also a direct result of the multivariate structure of social ideology. After abstaining from fanatical
leadership worship and superficial class politics “Utopia,” national community is now facing an inevitable problem:
where to and from for the human spirit. Under the bannner of the returning of humanity, the tendency appearing in

137 iR

“mortal” evil” and “philistine” in the construction of the image of Lu Xun fully shows the spiritual contradiction of
Chinese people who wish to get rid of their spiritual void with the help of Lu Xun only to be deeply trapped in the
prison-house of their spirit.

Key Words: the image of Lu Xun; “mortal”; ”evil”; ”philistine”
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