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Severe and conscientious writing of existential anomie of
contemporary Chinese: On Yan Zhen’s Beyond Living in the light of
Neo-cultural concepts and theory of Literature Existence

WANG Youxin
(School of Literature and Journalism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Yan Zhen’s novel Beyond Living became a hot issue in 2015 in the contemporary literary circle because of its
severe and conscientious writing about existential anomie in Chinese universities and society. In the light of
Gene-identical-discrepant Evolutionism and theory of Literature Existence, the present essay analyzes the theme and
characters of Beyond Living, and points out that the Chinese have been confronted with the new historical
circumstances and the new objects in the resource competition since the mid-19th century. The intensification of
competition causes the existential anomie. Such characters as Nie Zhiyuan and Meng Tianshu are not only the
embodiments of the college teachers’ existential dilemma but also the representatives in the whole modern China, the
narration and invention of whom highlight the life reality of some intellectuals in modern China.

Key Words: Beyond Living; existential anomie; Gene-identical-discrepant Evolutionism; theory of Literature Existence
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