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The grammaticalization of the location schema to
the progressive construction in Chinese

ZHANG Ailing

(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China;
School of Chinese Language and Literature, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou 221116, China)

Abstract: In Mandarin, the adverb “zai (7F)” both in front of and after a predicative verb, and the mood particle “n
(We)” at the end of a sentence, all share the function of marking progressive aspect. The first two are grammaticalized
from the preposition “zai (7£)” in the structure “zai (f£)+L”, and the last one from the “li (*£/M)” in the location
schema “zai (f£)+L+li (:)”. During these grammaticalizations, L experienced semantic weakening, morphological
attrition and/or disappearance. The present essay attempts to investigate the grammaticalization of the location schemas
“zai ({E)+L+V” and “V+zai (f£)+L” to the progressive constructions such as “zai ({£)+V”, “V+zai (££)” and “V Wg”,
and so on, and uncover the grammaticalizational outcomes, mechanisms and motivations.
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