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The author and value of the Military Diary of
A Sichuan Military Officer’s Visit to Japan

WU Chengquan
(College of History and Culture, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: Ding Hongchen, born in Changsha, Hunan province, the military officer of Sichuan province at the end of the
Qing Dynasty, visited Japan and attended the the country’s massive military parade in 1899. When he returned to
Sichuan, he wrote the book The Military Diary of A Sichuan Military Officer’s Visit to Japan to tell what he had seen
and heard. The book is of great value in understanding the history of the end of the Qing Dynasty, offering much
information about the educational system in modern Japan, and providing more valuable details of the military system
of the country. And the latter is the key value of the book.

Key Words: Ding Hongchen; The Military Diary of A Sichuan Military Officer’s Visit to Japan; Japan
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