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The river, lover and city: A cultural interpretation of
images in Hong Ying and Duras’s novels

ZHAO Shuqin, YANG lJiejiao
(College of Literal Arts, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: Chinese contemporary woman writer Hong Ying and French writer Duras share many similarities in the
theme and artistic characteristics of the novels. Through a comparative analysis from the perspective of imagery
construction, we can find that river, exotic lover and urban space undertake important narrative functions in their works,
and that on account of the differences in environments of the times and cultural backgrounds, the three kinds of imagery
to present the aesthetic tendency and the cultural psychology also bear certain differences.
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