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The changes of function and meaning in the text of the “shangdaren”

DENG Kai

(College of Literature, Centra China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract: Since the beginning of the Tang Dynasty, the text function of shangdaren changes from educating children to

Zen words and structures of lyrics, songs, and the symbols of some card games, and so on. The mainstream of the

interpretation of the meaning of “shangdaren” is connected with Confucius, but it also suggests a close relationship with

Buddhism. The positive and noble image of “shangdaren” in traditional China has yet suffered many mishaps in the

river of time. The social function that shangdaren text is embedded in has been evolving, from which changes of social

ideologies of different times can be perceived. Therefore, the text of shangdaren is precious heritage of Chinese culture.

Key Words: shangdaren; text function; text meaning
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