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Research on the autonomy and effectiveness of non-profit organizations in
the field of the strong government: A case study of T Community in Tianjin

SUN Xiaodong
(Zhou Enlai School of Administration, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: The alignment degree between autonomy and effectiveness is the key influencing factor in the relationship
between non-profit organizations and government departments. Through a case study on the running of non-profit
organizations ranging from the civilian-run to the government-run, the present essay shows that the relation between the
state and the society synchronizes with the interaction and conflicts between the government and social organizations in
practice, that government trust is an important factor in influencing the autonomy and effectiveness of non-profit
activities. Hence, the mode of government-run public welfare is sketched, which means that the local government
establishes the organization, sponsors major portion of the capital for its business, and supervises and evaluates it
without interfering in its practice. In the field of strong administration, government-run non-profit activities can
coordinate effectively the relationship between the government and the non-profit organization, balance the conflicts
between autonomy and effectiveness, and serves as a rational choice of preliminary development of non-profit
organization in the community. Non-profit organizations cannot step into the civilian-run non-profit type in
participating in community governance, and government-run profit may be the first step in this complicated
transformation process.

Key Words: field of strong administration; civilian-run non-profit organization; government-run non-profit
organization; autonomy; effectiveness [4miE: BANAE)



