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On judicial practice of the EIA government information disclosure:
A case study of referee documents from 2013—2014

TIAN Kaiyou
(School of Law and Public Administration, Jishou University, Jishou 416000, China)

Abstract: The chaotic environmental impact assessment results in constant occurences about EIA government
information publicity, and the referee documents are important carriers to outline the EIA government information
disclosure and to reveal the judicial status quo. Through the analysis of judicial documents, it can be found that the
court relies too much on the environmental protection department of judgment during the trial, hence increasing the
plaintiff's burden of proof. Therefore, the court should enhance the scrutiny of EIA cases of government information
disclosure to strengthen the burden of proof for open cases, and should at the same time conduct essential censoring of
proof duties including whether the administrative organization bears disclosure obligations and whether information
disclosure enjoys exemption reasons.

Key Words: Environmental impact assessment; Government information publicity; Eligibility of the plaintiff, Burden

of proof [4RiE: HE]



