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On the users’ rights of 3D printing product design:
a case study of American copyright law

QU Haohui
(School of Law, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: With the development of 3D printing and network technologies, the 3D printing product design may be
monopolized by the copyright holder. Therefore, to identify users’ rights has become a problem worthy of discussion.
From the uses of 3D printing and the identities of users, there are such three different approaches as implied license,
first sale rules and fair use, of which the first emphasizes the supplement provision, the second concerns the right of
transfer, and the third is a miscellaneous provision for uses.

Key Words: 3D printing; product design; implied license; first sale; fair use; users’ rights

[4iE: 7+ E]



