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The cultural traits of Tang Yongtong’s study of Buddhism
HU Yonghui
(Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: Tang Yongtong considered the development of Chinese Buddhism after the Han Dynasty as merging of
different cultural conflicts. And his cultural advocation coincidentally agreed with his Buddhist studies in inner spirit.
Based on his own extensive and intensive study of Buddhism, he expressed his discontent with the cultural studies at
that time. On the one hand, he focused on some transitional figures in the history of Buddhism, the regional differences
in the development of Buddhism and the methodology of Buddhist research. On the other hand, Tang paid attention to
interactive relationship between Buddhism and indigenous thought of China, and observed the development track of
Chinese Buddhism in the dynamic collision and integration of Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism. All these
demonstrated a strong cultural trait in Tang Yongtong’s study of Buddhism, which was deeply rooted in his questioning
consciousness and his exploration into which direction Chinese culture chooses.

Key Words: Tang Yongtong; history of Chinese Buddhism; the study of Buddhism; cultural trait; questioning

consciousness
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