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The realization of freedom and the Other:
Study on Hegel’s philosophy of music

ZHANG Lugian

(School of Philosophy, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China;
Research Institue of Humanities, East China University of Science and Technology, Shanghai 200237, China)

Abstract: Inspired by the enlightenment thought which follows rational spirit, Hegel discussed the philosophy of art in
the dialectical way. He used the scope of freedom as the foundation of ancient Greek ideal paradigm of art and also saw
freedom as the nature of the interpretation of art through the vision of subject philosophy. That is, art lies in the process
when human spirit achieves realm of absolute freedom. This essay discusses the free expression of music and art and
the harmonization between subject and music in freedom, based on freedom principle which describes the musical
characteristics and emotional elements of the free Other. He opposed the characterization through dramatic conflicts and
the creation which highlighted personality over ideal, and also made critical foresight on the characteristics and trends
of the artistic development after him. His artistic concept exerted effective functions on understanding the nature of art
and solving the modernity problem of the existence of art.

Key Words: Hegel; freedom; the Other; musical art; subjectivity

[4miE: BREA)



