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An explication of Milton’s poetics as expressed in Lycidas
SHEN Hong
(School of International Studies, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: Although Lycidas is a funeral elegy written in memory of Edward King, one of Milton’s former classmates, it
is also closely related to Milton’s poetics. The reason why Milton adopts the genre of pastoral poetry is that in
Renaissance pastoral poems, there is a whole set of images and discourse system which can be employed to discuss
Milton’s poetic ideal. Through this funeral elegy, Milton can express his shock and sorrow for the sudden death of
Edward King, and at the same time can use the two fictional characters of Lycidas and Orpheus to elucidate his ideal in
poetics.
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