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Citizen reconstruction in the risk society: reflections and solutions
PENG Zongfeng
(School of Government, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Influenced by globalization, individualization and localization, the transitional society has entered a risk
reproduced situation. Citizens in the risk society share a paradox of cognition and action. Citizens’ traditions in the state,
such as private freedom, national empowerment and organizational control, have been rendered in trouble. Therefore, it
is necessary to build a new model for citizens to get out of the risk society. And the key concept of imagination of this
new citizens’ model is cooperative interaction. To understand the citizens’ cooperative interaction, we need to adopt
such following perspectives as functional relationships, embedding a multiple community structure and building a
cooperative culture.

Key Words: risk society; citizen; national empowerment; organizational control; cooperative interaction
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