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Identification grounds of historical figures’ ethical thoughts:
Taking Liang Shuming as an example

LIAO Jizhong, LI Jianhua

(Center for Applied Ethics, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Whether one can be rated as an ethical thinker or not, there should be some identification grounds. By taking

Liang Shuming as an example, this paper proposes three identification grounds of ethical thoughts: basically stable

metaphysical foundation, relatively systematic ethical proposition, and comparatively extensive and actual influence.

Only by adhering to theory coming from historical materials, can we approach historical truth and value truth of

historical figures’ ethical thoughts.

Key Words: ethical thoughts; metaphysical foundation; ethical proposition; actual influence; Liang Shuming
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