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Dry lake: the drought in Dongting lake area from Qing Dynasty to the
Republic of China and its social influence

LIU Zhigang
(Institute of history and culture, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: For a long time, the drought in Dong-ting Lake area has not been paid any attention to and has been
neglected. However, studying the historical records, we can find that in over 300 years of history from Qing dynasty to
the Republic of China, the drought frequency occurred in the Dong-ting lake area with unexpected damage in frequency,
range and degree, and that the damage presented the trend of gradual decreasing from the low mountains, hills to the
lake sediment plain. The frequent occurrence of the damage resulted from the interaction between ecological factors of
diversity of geographic pattern and differences in soil properties and social factors of excessive reclamation, bad
governance, the improper design and unreasonable tenancy relationship. The drought caused drastic decrease of food
production, intensified public production burden, influenced to some extent the size of farming lot, the selection of food
variety and the formation of dry farming area, and even greatly undermined the stability of society and people’s
survival.
Key Words: Qing Dynasty; the Republic of China; drought; Dongting lake area; ecological factors; social factors
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