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Encouraging freedom of speech and the throne of
Hong Liangji in Jiaqing Dynasty

CHANG Bingxia, FENG Yongming

(The Institute of Qing History, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China;
Management College, The Inner Mongolia University of Technology, Hohhot 010051, China)

Abstract: In order to break the deafness of the emperor and the sluggishness of the officials which resulted from
Heshen’s autocracy, the Emperor Jiaqing encouraged the free airing of views after executing Heshen. The purpose of
this measure was to control information and regulate imperial trends through this political information channel. In order
to ensure the confidentiality and exclusiveness of this channel, Jiaqing took measures such as the forbidden copy of the
memorial to the throne, secret memorial of circuit intendant, sealed memorial and so on. Therefore, when Hong Liangji
gave the unsealed memorials to Yongxing, Zhugui, Liu Quanzhi and asked them to transmit the information to Jiaqing
on his behalf, he eventually violated the principle of confidential information and suffered punishment. By analyzing
the framework of information control, we can find that the Emperor’s different attitudes result not from the general
outbreak of false statements, but the punishment to Hong Liangji for his “violation of memorial to the throne.”

Key Words: encouraging freedom of speech; information control; the throne of Hong Liangji; the violation of

memorial to the throne
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