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From spatial representation to cultural practice:
a critical reflection on the net electronic map

YANG Zhiyuan

(School of Journalism and Communication, Xi’an International University, Xi’an 710128, China)

Abstract: Based on the network and mobile information technology development, the electronic map is not only the

extension and expansion of traditional map, but also a new spatial representation and media text. It is a typical

phenomenon of the post-modern era “Time-space Compression,” in which consumption culture starts to intervene in the

form of spatial representation with the dominance of technology so that it has a productive implication: electronic map

stimulates individual space imagination and practice of consumption, promotes the individual identity, plays an

important role in reproducing individual subjectivity through power distribution, desire characterization and so on.

Key Words: electronic map; spatial representation; space imagination; subjectivity
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