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Discrimination on Huangdi Book and Laotzu’s words referenced in Liezi:
also on the role of Liezi School in Taoism

LAI Senhua
(College of Literature, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract: Two references in Liezi which are cited from Huangdi Book are also referenced in today’s Laozi. Many
previous scholars thought that Huangdi Book had copied Laozi. However, there are two kinds of styles of quoting
obviously from other books such as Huangdi Book and Laotzu’s words. By reading related documents handed down or
unearthed, we discriminate the quoted materials between language’s interior and periphery. On the one hand, we think
that Laozi copies the Huangdi Book. In other words, quoting Huangdi Book in Liezi belongs to direct reference. On the
other hand, we believe that the characters about Laodan’s Words referenced in Liezi are not entirely consistent with
today’s Laozi, which seems to be the product of oral propagation. Laozi may have been shaped not by that time, but
through efforts of later generations. Only by clarifying these doubts, can we better understand its material source, early
formation, transmission form, literature system, and so on. Liezi School is transitional in the development of Taoism,
inheriting Huang School and Lao School before it and functions as the forerunner for the related thoughts in later
Huang-Lao School.

Key Words: Liezi; Huangdi Book; Laotzu’s words; Liezi School; status
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