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Literary and oral strata of potential complements “V de C” and “VC le”

(Department of Police Administration, Henan Police College, Zhengzhou 450000, China)

Abstract: The potential complements “VdeC” and “VCle” which coexist in the same historical literature are not

synonymou structures in one language system, but rather belong to the different strata of the Literary and the Oral. The

two types of potential complements reflect two different structures in common language and northern dialects. Ever

since they emerged, they have had different development effects in regional dialects of the south and the north. The

coexistence of these two structures in some northern dialects is caused by the authorative dialect where “Vde C” comes

from.

Key Words: potential complements; “V de C”; “VC le”; the literary and the oral strata
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