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Lexical evidence for dating The Art of War
WU Chunsheng, WU Zhenyu
(School of Humantities, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: The evolution and disappearance of words, and the emergence of new words, are two important aspects to
judge vocabulary change.The use of the words or phrases such as “ke (3¢)/ neng(8€)”, “shu(¥)/mu(R)”, “i...zhan
(K...... ) yu..zhan(5...... 1%)7, “shizu( L2 ) shiren(d: N *5i(#2)/beng(353 ) ““yu( ) yu(it)/zai( 1) budebu( AN 15
ARY” “huizhan(£i%)” and so on, presents a diachronic stage characteristics. According to the characteristics of these
phases of corresponding times and the words or phrases which appeared in The Art of War and the other literature, The
Art of War was written no later than the end of the Warring States period and the early Western Han Dynasty.

Key Words: vocabulary; The Art of War; the year the book was written
[4RiE: BANHE
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