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Benhua: the double legend of folk and revolution
WANG Yi, CHENG Jincheng
(School of Literature, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: Benhua is the most important and weighty book in Tie Ning’s literary career, which attempts to combine folk
culture and revolutionary ethics, to connect everyday life with the grand narrative, and to explore the truth of history
and humanity. On the one hand, it demonstrates the sense of domestic and national identity of “China mortals” and
realizes the convergence with the mainstream ideology. On the other hand, it reveals certain ambiguous property of
revolutionary ethics, expresses her skepticism on the absoluteness of “revolution” appeal, and to some extent releases a
new sphere for imagination.

Key Words: Benhua; folk culture; revolutionary ethics; convergence; conflict
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