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“Hongzhi literary resurgence”: a survey based on the history of the
literature development of Ming Dynasty

CHEN Changyun
(Department of Literature and Education, Bengbu College, Bengbu 233030, China)

Abstract: Different from the dispute over the view of “Hongzhi resurgence” in historiography, there is consensus about
the view of “Hongzhi literary renaissance” in literary circle. The latter, however, obscures and veils mid-Ming literary
achievements to a certain extent due to the lack of thorough investigation. According to the present essay, “Hongzhi
literary renaissance” can be manifested in the growing number of writers, the frequency of literary exchanges, and the
achievement of literary theory and creation. And the factors leading to its formation lie in the favorable political and
cultural environments and various efforts to liquidate the disadvantage of Secretariat style in the literary circle. The
Hongzhi literature has the features of transition and continuity, counteracting with the Secretariat style in the early
period and starting to revert to the old ways in mid-Ming Dynasty, hence laying a solid basis for the literature in the
middle and late Ming Dynasty, and functioning as an important part of the literature of the mid and late Ming or even
the whole Ming Dynasty.

Key Words: Hongzhi Dynasty; literary renaissance; historical survey [4mEE: W]
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