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The Holocaust memory metaphor in Ashes to Ashes
WU Di, CHEN Hongwei
(School of Foreign Languages, University of Science and Technology, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: Harold Pinter’s final play Ashes to Ashes (1996) contains profound metaphors of the Holocaust historical
memory. Through allusion to the Jewish victims of the Holocaust, the Holocaust genocide, the Holocaust eyewitness’
biography, the Nazi war criminal’s memoir and Holocaust revisionism, Ashes to Ashes artistically presents a polyphonic
postmodern condition of the Holocaust historical memory with history, memory and discourse blending with each other.
Different from a general view of holocaust reference prevalent in the academic circles, Ashes to Ashes not only reveals
the brutal catastrophe of Holocaust in the history of the human race, but also truly represents the ambiguous, plural and
traumatic nature of the Holocaust historical memory, and further manifests Pinter’s masterly handling of art and truth in
his play. Through a self-contradictory dualistic dramatic structure, the recycling and repetitive dramatic time scheme.
Key Words: Harold Pinter; Ashes to Ashes; Holocaust; historical memory; metaphor
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