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On the development and new features of Geisha Ci-poetry and its
significance in the philosophy of mind in the late Ming Dynasty

XUE Qingtao

(College of Literature, Shanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062, china;
College of Literature, Henan Normal University, Xinxiang 453007, China)

Abstract: Geisha Ci-poetry of in the late Ming Dynasty was a result of removing Neo-Confucianism’s Abstinence
thought. In terms of geisha’s beauty, the late Ming poets’ love went beyond the geisha’s erotic beauty to their aesthetic
charm, esteeming their singing and dancing. In terms of the geisha’s art, the Late-Ming poets appreciated their artistic
talents in poetry, Ci, calligraphy and painting apart from their singing and dancing. In terms of the emotional bond
between the two sexes, most poets were sincere to them. The development and new features of geisha Ci-poetry of the
late Ming Dynasty were closely related to Wang Yangming’s philosophy of mind, which advocated self-enjoyment and
honesty in enjoying beauty. What is more, social trends also promoted it.

Key Words: the Late Ming Dynasty; Geisha Ci-poetry; the philosophy of mind
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