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Professional taste, gifted skills and sad tone:
on Zhou Shoujuan’s translations

SUN Chao
(Department of Literature and Media, Shanghai University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 201701, China)

Abstract: Different from general novel translators in the early Republic of China, Zhou Shoujuan was proficient in
foreign languages and avoided translating as casually as his contemporaries did; and because he was familiar with
European and American novels, he chose to translate from professional perspective. With the translation strategy of
overall loyalty to the original text and moderate naturalization, his translation presented gifted skills which are different
from those of the “New Literature” translators. Whether in classical Chinese or in vernacular Chinese, his translation is
always fresh and fluent, suiting both the refined and popular tastes, and arousing reading “interest”. As a result of the
double construction of subject spirit and time spirit, he translated a large number of novels on tragic love. If studied
from the angle of “combining gifted skills and professional taste”, Zhou Shoujuan already exceeded Lin Shu, Bao
Tianxiao, and many other translation predecessors. With the improvement of modern translation, Zhou Shoujuan’s
translating style changed quietly. Even before the “New Literature Revolution”, he began to adopt literal translation
more frequently, and turned to be the pioneer of the “May Fourth” novel translation.

Key Words: Zhou Shoujuan; translation works; gifted skills; professional taste; tragic love [4miE: HBA%4E]
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