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Performative: from language to visual image

DUAN Dening

(School of Chinese Literature, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: As a phenomenon of doing things with words, linguistic philosophy brought in the concept of performative,

which Deconstruction critics give a more extensional explanation in literary studies. With such extentions of the concept

“performative,”

the visual image as a kind of sign is also performative. In human history, the visual image brought

about the action to worship and believe, becoming a way of showing power and establishing ideology. In the visualized

age, pictures evoke the mass’s material desire and consuming behavior through mechanical reproduction. As the

different symbol systems, the language performative and the picture performative have both the commonalities and the

differences, which provides a new perspective to investigate the relation of literature and picture in the visualized age.

Key Words: performative; deconstruction; language; picture; gaze; literature
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