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Youth occupation movement from Wall Street to the Hong Kong Central
and the Legislative Yuan of Taiwan: on the demands and criticism of the
spiritual home of young students’ political aspiration

HE Caile, MI Jinlei
(School of Marxism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Being different from the general one-sided viewpoint of speaking highly of the Youth Occupation Movement,
the essay gives a mixed judgment on the Movement by describing the essence of the movements, namely “to occupy for
occupation”, which happened from the Wall Street, the Hong Kong Central, to the Legislative Yuan of Taiwan. The
essence is the appeal for spiritual home of political aspiration. The reason why the youth constitute the main body is that
they suffer from “double oppressions” in the liberal democracy system. And the form of occupation is due to the
helplessness of the “coerced system” and the needs of a new political discourse, while rational insight must be given
into the crises after the occupation. Given the experience and lessons of the Movement, the essay believes that the
appeal of the youth students’ political aspiration should adhere to the collectivism orientation, ideological attitudes of
rational judgment and rational choice, and the thinking mode of realistic idealism. Only in this way can the spiritual
home of political aspiration be realized indeed.

Key Words: Youth Occupation Movement; youth students; spiritual home of political aspiration
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