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The system of international soft law on food safety supervision
LIN Jing, ZENG Wenge
(School of Law, Chongqing University, Chongqing 400045, China)

Abstract: Owing to the motivation, resources, and pathes of its formation, international soft law in food safety
supervision has become a system. The system consists of international soft law in food safety supervision formulated by
inter-governmental international organizations, international inter-governmental organizations or bilateral or plurilateral
soft law in food safety supervision. The system, though not distinctly-structured, has been an interational system with
relatively complete content, fundamental norms and specifical norms as well as private soft standards as an important
part. The system is a secondary system belonging to the system of the international law, being relatively independent,
hosting certain internal order, boasting the right to food as the core right of safety, showing a strong technical
characteristic and being extensively connotated. In the future, the system of international soft law in food safety
supervision will continue to expand in the support and supervision of hard law, but it is extremely difficult to improve
those rules about the power distribution of food safety regulation. Confronted with the state and future of the system,
China should be open to accept, implement selectively and participate in the construction actively. At the same time, we
must pay intensive attention to the possibility of trade restriction and distortion in the development of the system.

Key Words: food safety supervision; international soft law; the right to food
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