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The view of reason in Hume’s conservatism
LIU Yang
(Law School, Shandong University at Weihai, Weihai 264209, China)

Abstract: Reason is the core issue of modern political philosophy, and is also the key for us to grasp Hume’s
conservative thought. Hume discusses the issue of reason in the background and comparison of enlightening reason,
which believes that reason is ontologically subjective, self-contained and supreme, and is abstract in the cognitive
process. The rational cognition results constitute the laws of human behavior in practice. Enlightenment reason is the
driven idea behind modern radicalism. And Hume argues that reason is not sufficient in the ontology, dependent on the
habit in the process of cognition, and their cognitive conclusions need to be constantly gradual adjustment. In practice,
reason is not the guidance of the rules of human behavior. Hume’s view of reason is the logical foundation of his unique
conservatism. On the basis of reconstructing reason, Hume gives secular argument for conservatism, carries defense
systematically to respect the tradition, and paves the way to examine the political perspective from “ought” to “reality”.
In short, Hume is the precursor of conservatism with reason.

Key Words: Hume; enlightenment reason; reason; conservatism [4miE: BRKAA]
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