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Dialectic of understanding: the transition from awareness to
self-awareness in the Phenomenology of Spirit

JIANG Yongjun
(Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: The third chapter of The Phenomenology of Spirit addresses an important issue, i.e., the transition from

113

consciousness to self-consciousness. This very issue is the decisive step that Hegel’s “absolute idea” takes to overcome
the individualism of Kant’s self-consciousness so as to make itself the objective spirit. The dialectic experience that
understanding undergoes when revolving around its object “force” is the first leap from finite consciousness to the
infinity, and consciousness becomes self-consciousness when it takes infinity as its object. However, this is only the
starting point of self-consciousness. For Hegel, the self is infinity, which includes the whole of reality and therefore
possesses the potential of developing itself into the objective spirit.

Key Words: Hegel; The Phenomenology of Spirit; understanding; force; infinity; self-consciousness
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