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An analysis of Russell’s two kinds of logical atoms: quality and relation

LI Gaorong

(School of Marxism, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Three kinds of logical atoms are acknowledged by Russell: particulars, qualities and relations. The definition

of particular in Russell’s system is relatively clear and fixed, but his standpoint on quality and relation is always

vacillating. He divides quality and relation into four classes: universal quality, examples of universal quality, universal

relation and examples of universal relation. Generally speaking, he holds the standpoint of realism when discussing the

existence of quality and relation, but in different phases his view about the existence of the four universals is not always

the same. The essay aims to clear up Russell’s doctrine of quality and relation in order to unveil the difference of the

debates on the universal between Russell and other scholars.

Key Words: Russell; logical atom; particular; quality; relation; acquaintance
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