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From “little tricks” to “large structures”——
On the debates of the turning of the narrative art of Mo Yan’s novels

ZHANG Xiangkuan
(School of Literature and Journalism, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: Conscious stylistic awareness and unrestrained imagination of Mo Yan have made the highly variable
creation of his writings, and his fiction narrative art has gone from “playing tricks” to “planning large structures”
steering for 30 years. Mo Yan was keen to form experiment, using a dazzling “trick” to declare his creative and
pioneering modernity, however, as the reflection of the form experiment, Mo yan has consciously returned to the folk
and the classic novels, and his attitude to “playing big structures” has decisively proclaimed his indigenous and
traditional writing style. But from the “little tricks” to the “big structures”, people can easily find that the “big
structures” includes a lot of “tricks”. In conclusion, in the process of returning to the traditional Mo Yan has maintained
a pioneering work.

Key Words: Mo Yan; Narrative; Steering; Trick; Large structure
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