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Ceremony interpretation of travel in the hell of nihuaben novels
YANG Zonghong

(School of Culture and Communication, Hezhou University, Hezhou 542899, China;
School of Culture and Communication, Guizhou University of Finance and Economics, Guiyang 550025, China)

Abstract: The structure of Nihuaben novels is quite similar to ceremony forms of the monks’ narration and Su-jiang ({%
PF) narration in temples. Many protagonists in the novels change from one situation to another through their tour in hell,
and the peregrination becomes their rites of passage in the life. The protagonists’ experience and travel scene
description reveal the edge characters as “scapegoat” and the test ceremony is a necessity for some tours, and the
horrible views in the hell have also become the justice ritual symbols. All in all, hell visit has not only ceremonial
functions, but also the function of literature, such as fictitious and real integration, conversion of narrative time and
space, the coincidence relation and inevitable, seamless combination of entertainment and the sense of fear, the solemn
and carnival atmosphere.

Key Words: Nihuaben novels; hell visit; rites; literariness; fictitious and real integration; conversion of time and space
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