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On the meaning and constitutional logic of “In Accordance With
the Law” in China’s constitutional text

LIN Xiaowen
(School of Administrative Law, Southwest University of Political Science and Law, ChongQing 401120, China)

Abstract: According to the analysis of and statistics on the text of the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China,
this paper holds that there are a large number of expressions of “In Accordance With the Law” (IAWL). [AWL can be
defined by a literal interpretation method and other methods of constitution in the constitution text. In essence, the
constitutional logic of IAWL is that the authority of the representative organ of the people is the highest and unlimited,
and it can make all kinds of laws represent the people as if it likes, and asks for the people and other organs to enforce
these laws. Three corollaries can be found through the constitutional logic: (1) the representative organ of the people is
in the non-constrained state, and law expansion is irresistible; (2) there are not sufficient restrict of power between
national organs; and (3) constitutional rights is in the strict constraints of the law.
Key Words: in accordance with the law; constitutional text; constitutional logic; constitutional review; constitutional
rights
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