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On economic equality
GONG Tianping
(School of Philosophy, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, China)

Abstract: Economic equality has been a major concern of economic ethics. Though contemporary utilitarianism,
liberalism, Amartya Sen and analytical Marxism have subtly expounded the topic, they did not explore the social and
historical roots of economic inequality, and confined their discussion under the premise of capitalist private ownership
and thus failed to propose the fundamental way to achieve economic equality. The establishment of economic equality
ethics in contemporary Chinese socialist market economy must adhere to the basic principles of historical materialism,
and base itself upon Chinese reality and fit fine with traditional Chinese ethical culture. The ethical principle of
economic equality in the socialist market economy mainly refers to the equality of economic rights, namely, members
of the society have the right to pursue the necessary economic conditions for their satisfactory life, including the three
dimensions of equality of economic opportunities, equality of economic rules, and justice of economic results, etc.

Key Words: socialist market economy; equality of economic rights; equality of opportunities; equality of rules; results
justice
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