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Grassroots senators and rural construction in
Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia Border Region

YANG Dong
(College of Marxism, Tianjin Commerce University, Tianjin 300134, China)

Abstract: In the Yan’an period, a large number of senator groups reshaped the main village power structure. They were
both political participant in rural transformation and active practitioner in rural construction. This new role not only
expanded their social authority of rural governance in the new institutional framework, but also, to a large extent,
transformed rural society traditional. As an important democracy carrier, senators could be described as a major force in
rural autonomy. Under the CCP strong social mobilization, they organically combined democracy autonomy by the
council as institutional basis, and launched a comprehensive rural construction movement by rural reform and social
revolution simultaneously.

Key Words: rural construction; political participants; senators; senate; Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia Border Region
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