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On meaning of political philosophy of Aristotle’s “city-state” concept
DUAN Hongli, WANG Hongbo

(Institute of Public Administration, Inner Mongolia University, Huhehaote 010021, China;
Institute of Marxism Education, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048, China)

Abstract: The city-state is a basic concept in Aristotle’s political philosophy, which is also an important concept in the
whole Greek philosophy. Nature, politics and good are three important connotations of Aristotle’s political philosophy,
they are also three important dimensions to perspective his city-state’s philosophy. Nature is the primitive dimension of
his city-state philosophy, politics is the realistic dimension of his city-state philosophy, which good is the ideal
dimension of his city-state philosophy. The coexistence of three dimensional interaction and mutual infiltration is the
premise and foundation to understand Aristotle’s city-state philosophy. Thinking deeply on the three dimensions,
explaining the dialectical relationship of the natural nature and the ethical and political ideal will set up a milestone to
deeply understand the philosophy of Aristotle’s city-state.
Key Words: Aristotle; city-state; nature; politics; ethics; good
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