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The equal basic liberties and their priority: on Rawls’ theory of liberty
CHEN Long
(Center for Fundamentals of Philosophy, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: The theory of liberty is of great importance in Rawls’ philosophy. From the ideal of moral personality, Rawls
draws a distinction between basic liberties and non-basic liberty, and emphasizes the negative liberties in liberal
tradition. By distinguishing basic liberties from the worth of them, and using the first principle to guarantee the equal
basic liberties and the different principle to insure the fair value of basic liberties for everyone, Rawls refutes the
criticism from the Left that the kind of freedoms liberalism provides is empty abstractions. Based on these, Rawls
justifies the priority of basic liberties from the conceptions of the highest-order interest and moral personality, which
lays the solid foundation for the liberalism that claims right to good.
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