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On the spiritual characteristics and theoretical purport of
Feng Youlan’s ethics thought

ZHANG Kezheng, FAN Peng

(College of Marxism, Northwest University for Nationalities, Lanzhou 730030, China;
Academy of Social Science of Gansu Province, Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract: Mr. Feng Youlan is an important ethicists in modern China. The traditional Confucian ethics is based the
theoretical access which is highlighting human rational and self-conscious, looking for the inner world and
meaning-world on the moralism theory of human nature, but Mr. Feng Youlan is different from traditional Confucian,
he based the theoretical access on the rationalism theory of human nature, and constructed an ethics system which
regards rationalism as its spiritual characteristic. To carry forward human rational spirit is not the final end-result of Mr.
Feng Youlan’s ethics system, its theoretical purport expected people to use their reason, so as to continuously improve
the spiritual realm, and shape the ideal personality that has extremely brilliant realm that accords with the Golden Mean,
and properly settles self, finally.

Key Words: Feng Youlan; ethics thought; rationalism; the ideal personality
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