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A comparative study on Mens Rea of
Money Laundering between China and USA

LI Yunfei

(Chongqing Operation Office of The People’S Bank of China, Chongqqing 401147, China;
School of Law, Southwest University of Political Science and Law, Chongqing 401120, China)

Abstract: The Sections 1956 and 1957 of Article 18 of the “The United States Code” are considered as the core of
anti-money laundering provisions of criminal legislation in the United States. Generally from the narrow perspective ,
the U.S. money laundering crime refers to the two specified sections .The characteristics of US money laundering crime
include the openness nature of the knowledge, mens rea include intention and knowledge, and knowledge includes
presumption knowledge and willful blindness. The characteristics of our country money laundering crime include the
closed nature of the knowledge, mens rea only includes actual intent, knowledge while excluding willful blindness.
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