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Non-optimal Synergy: Study on Translations of Zian in Sun Tzu Bing Fa
WU Sha
(School of Foreign Languages, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The English translation of Sun Zi Bing Fa is an open and dynamic dissipative system which can be analyzed
under the guidance of Synergetics. This paper makes a qualitative analysis of the competition and synergy in the
translation choices of Tian, and discusses the dominance of Heaven/heaven as a pair of non-optimal translation choices
of Tian in this dissipative system.

Key Words: Synergetics; English translations of Sun Zi Bing Fa; Dissipative System; Tian (Heaven/heaven)
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