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The Family of Sima Chuzhi in Northern Wei and Zhou Dynasties

CHENG Gang

(History Department, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: In the early Northern Wei Dynasty, Sima chuzhi obtained three generations hereditary positions and prince

titles by virtue of personal competency and affinity of Xianbei nobles and the Royal. In the period of Emperor Xiaowen,

the hereditary post of privilege was cancelled, and the title down to duke. To revitalize the family, Simayue changed the

past affinity and started with Han nationality’s marriage in order to boost family status .At the end of the Northern Wei

Dynasty, Simayi surrendered to the west (the northern Zhou) regime and was trusted by the rulers relying on the village

and clan forces and effectiveness. As local tyrant of Guandong, Sima Yi didn’t hold a post at the West Wei Dynasty’s

(the West Zhou Dynasty’s) the core of the regime or in political center areas.
Key Words: Northern Wei Dynasty; Sima Chuzhi; Sima Yue; Sima Yi; official; affinity
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