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Islamic culture and the narrative ethics of Hui novels after
the turn of the century

JIN Chunping

(School of Literal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210093; China
School of Culture and Communication, Shanxi University of Finance and Economics,
Taiyuan, Shanxi 030031, China)

Abstract: With their fundamental values originated from Islamic culture, the Hui novels since the turn of the century
tend to construct a religious narrative ethics of “conservatism”: by the “clean spirit”, saving the true humanity and clean
Soul against profane temptation and moral corruption; by the “awareness of the other shore”, pursuing the communion
of life and death, and the transmigration and relief from secular suffering, by “sacred experience”, understanding the
animism and mysterious vision in religion and deities; and by the consciousness of “converting to maternal family”,
seeking the identity affiliation and native poetry from the spirit vagrancy and cultural rootlessness. Hence the narrative
ethics bred by the Islamic culture implicate certain religious reflection and aesthetic criticism against the novel
narrations which take “Modernity” as their dominant values.

Key Words: Islamic Culture; Turn of the Century; Hui Novels; Narrative Ethics
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